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Most people think that they only need a lawyer in an
extreme situation. You were the last person to leave
work the night before and police are at your door

because that boss who didn’t give you the promotion was found
slouched over his desk from a bullet wound to the heart. Or you
go for carpal tunnel surgery, and the hospital makes a mistake
and you end up with a triple bypass. Other than such extreme sit-
uations, you figure that you can do without legal representation. 

There are, however, plenty of reasons you may need a
lawyer and most of them are not extreme in the least. There are
areas of life that involve legalities where a lawyer isn’t called for,
like dealing with a parking ticket or paying a fine for not shov-
eling the snow on your sidewalk. However there are many
things that involve severe consequences and could result in bro-
ken agreements, loss of income and even jail time. 

HERE IS A LIST OF SOME COMMON REASONS TO
SEEK LEGAL ADVICE: 

Injuries: Auto accident, defective product, or a medical
practitioner. 

Administrative Problems: A zoning variance, workman’s
compensation, regulatory violations that carry a stiff fine or
other penalties. 

Financial: Bankruptcy, business indebtedness, selling a
business, business collections, law suits by employees, not
being paid for services, not getting settlement from insur-
ance company.

When To Seek
Legal Advice
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Jamie M. Jamison, Mindy J. Snyder, Jeffrey A. Liebmann, David J. Sowerbutts.

DIVORCE • PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS

CUSTODY & SUPPORT • LGBT LAW  

ESTATES & PROBATE • ADOPTION

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE • ELDER LAW 

PATERNITY • GRANDPARENTS’ RIGHTS • WILLS

Free initial consultation.
Weekend and Evening Appointments Available.

4 Terry Drive, Suite 4, Newtown, PA 18940

(215) 860-8200
www.liebmannfamilylaw.com

A fresh new look...
We’ve changed our name and Website address
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Criminal: DUI, domestic violence, possession of illegal
substance, juvenile offences.

Family Problems: Divorce, child support, child custody.

Trusts: Wills, powers of attorney, advance directives.

A competent attorney can navigate the complexities of our legal
system as your advocate and can make sure that you get the best
results depending for your situation. The Website www.hire
alawyer.findlaw.com lists 10 reasons to hire a lawyer instead of
trying to act on your on behalf.

1. The law is complicated. If you are not a lawyer you prob-
ably have no business acting like one in certain instances. Even
experienced lawyers typically do not represent themselves in
court. A solid case can quickly unravel without the help of a
trained and emotionally detached attorney. Similarly, failing to hire
a lawyer when starting a business, reviewing a contract or embarking
on other endeavors with potential legal ramifications can result in
otherwise avoidable pitfalls.

2. Not having a lawyer may actually cost you more. What is at
stake? A criminal case may determine whether or not you spend time
behind bars, while a civil case could hurt you financially. Besides,
many civil attorneys don't collect a dime unless they win your case.
Also, you may be able to claim legal fees as a plaintiff in a civil case,
so hiring a lawyer can actually save or make you money.

3. Lawyers know how to challenge (and sometimes suppress)

evidence. You may not even know that a key piece of evidence
against you was improperly obtained or that the testimony of a wit-
ness contradicts an earlier statement. And did the crime lab properly
handle the evidence every step of the way? Your attorney will find
out.

4. Attorneys understand how to properly file court documents
and handle other legal procedures. If you're not an attorney, you may
struggle with the deadlines and protocol for properly filling out and
filing certain legal documents. One late or incorrect filing could
derail your case, delay a given legal procedure or worse—have the
case thrown out altogether (and not in your favor).

5. Because you don't know any expert witnesses or private detec-
tives. Attorneys depend on an extended network of professionals to
help their clients' cases. Most non-attorneys do not personally know
the types of professionals who can help with discovery or challenge
evidence or testimony by the opposing party.

6. You're not sure how to plead—or what a 'pleading' is?
Pleading guilty is not the only choice, even if there is evidence point-
ing directly at you. An attorney who understands the law will be best
situated to explain your options and can help you avoid potentially
severe penalties even before a criminal trial begins.

7. Because it is probably better to avoid problems in the first
place rather than try to fix them once they arise. You may have heard
the saying "an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure?" Well,
hiring a lawyer in many instances will help you avoid potential legal
headaches down the road. Do you really understand the fine print of
that contract you are signing? A lawyer will.

Begley, Carlin & Mandio, LLP

123 W. Bridge Street  |  New Hope PA 18938  |  215-862-0701
680 Middletown Boulevard  |  Langhorne, PA 19047  |  215-750-0110

www.begleycarlin.com

Serving Bucks County residents and businesses for all their legal needs.

We look forward to being of service to this great  community! 
Business and Employment Law  |  Litigation  |  Real Estate Law  | Family Law

  Municipal and School Law  |  Trusts and Estates  |  Criminal Defense 
Personal Injury Law  |  Banking Law  |  Arbitration and Mediation

Excellence in Legal Services 
Right Here in New Hope 

At Webster Law we bring to clients over three decades of trial
experience in Bucks and surrounding counties and unparalleled
expertise in investigation, preparation and the rules of the law.

CRIMINAL DEFENSE 
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8. A good lawyer can
strike up a good settlement
offer or plea bargain, if
necessary. An experienced
lawyer probably has seen
cases similar to yours or at
least knows enough to
make a calculated guess
about how it might resolve
at trial. Sometimes a set-
tlement is the best choice,
while other times it makes
more sense to see your case
through to trial. 

9. The other party has
legal representation. Non-
attorneys are generally at a
disadvantage when squar-
ing off against opposing
counsel or doing business
with another party that
has legal counsel. As
explained above, the law is
complicated and an attorney representing your adversary (or even a
non-adversarial party entering into a legal agreement with you) will
take advantage of this inequity.

10. Lawyers often provide a free initial consultation. Since many
attorneys will meet with you for free during a face-to-face con-
sultation, there is really no harm in talking with one. Not only

will a free consultation give you an idea of the type of case you
have, it will help you decide whether you actually need to hire a
lawyer.
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Begley, Carlin & Mandio, LLP
680 Middletown Blvd.
Langhorne, PA
215-750-0110
www.begleycarlin.com

We at Begley, Carlin & Mandio, LLP
are dedicated to providing each and
every one of our clients with out-
standing legal services that solve their
problems and protect their interests
in the future. Our talented team of
attorneys provides our clients with
the sophisticated expertise common
to a large city firm¬—with the
responsiveness, personal attention an
sensible staffing of a suburban general
la firme.

Cullen Legal
1242 Veterans Hwy Ste G-1
Bristol, PA
267-812-5870
www.cullenlegal.net

Robert L Cullen, LLC is a certified
specialist in the practice of workers’
compensation.  He has been in prac-
tice since 1994. Robert handles Social
Security and Workers’ Compensation
disability, claims and lump sum settle-
ments. He offers free consultation and
charges no fees unless he wins your
case. 

Curtin & Heefner, LLP
2005 S. Easton Road
Doylestown, PA
267-898-0570
www.curtinheffner.com

Founded in 1932,  Curtin & Heefner
LLP is among Pennsylvania's Top 100
Law Firms with three regional offices,
providing innovative strategies to
solve, resolve and avoid legal problems
for its clients at reasonable rates. The
firm is full service, composed of vari-
ous practice groups focusing on specif-
ic areas of the law.  The firm enjoys a
distinguished legacy of leadership with-
in the communities it serves, the legal
profession, various facets of govern-
ment, and national and regional organi-
zations and associations. Offices in
Doylestown, Morrisville and
Lawrenceville, NJ.

Gummer Elder Law
1260 Bustleton Pike
Feasterville, PA 19053
215-396-1001
www.gummerelderlaw.com

The Gummer Elder Law team com-
mits itself to protecting your family’s
future by helping and supporting its
clients through the overwhelming task
of planning for the aging process with
individualized solutions and extraordi-
nary client care in estate planning,
nursing home assistance,
Medicaid/asset protection, guardian-

ships and estate administration.

Liebmann Family Law
4 Terry Drive,
Newtown, PA  
215-860-8200 
www.glfamilylaw.com

The attorneys at Liebmann Family law
are dedicated to providing each and
every client with quality, compassion-
ate and responsive representation that
your family deserves.  Rather than
begin the process blindly, take advan-
tage of a free consultation with one of
our family law attorneys.

Webster Law, PC
87 N. Broad Street
Doylestown, PA 18901
215-348-7700
www.websterlawpa.com

Sara Webster is respected through-
out the legal community for her com-
petence in criminal defense and the
forensic aspects of mental illness. She
ably represents clients charged with
felonies and misdemeanors including
homicide, sex offenses, drug offenses,
theft, assault, DUI (driving under the
influence), juvenile offenses and other
traffic violations.
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